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Amnesty International Fundraiser Features Song of Survival Film and 
Peninsula Women’s Chorus
Palo Alto, California― The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC), the premier women’s vocal ensemble of the Bay Area, will perform several selections from the unusual music that is the focus of the inspirational documentary film, Song of Survival, to benefit Amnesty International on March 11, 2005, at 8 p.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church in downtown Palo Alto. The film and choral presentation are a tribute in celebration of International Women’s Day as well as a fundraiser for Amnesty International and its work on behalf of the rights of women worldwide. 

The story of the music is appropriately titled Song of Survival. To relieve the monotony and drudgery of life in a World War II women’s prison camp on the island of Sumatra, two remarkable women formed a choir. As they had no music to work from, one of the women arranged their favorite symphonies and other instrumental music from memory for the other women to sing, forming a “vocal orchestra” and using the only instruments they had—their voices. Preparing and singing this music sustained the spirits and hopes of the women and children in the camp for almost two years, till the choir was finally too ill to continue. Today their story inspires audiences with the power of music to lift spirits and enable people to survive deplorable conditions during imprisonment.
The hourlong documentary was filmed in 1983 when nine members of the original vocal orchestra gathered to hear the moving music they sang more than 40 years earlier sung again by the PWC. The PWC was instrumental in bringing the music back to life through a series of concerts that culminated in the reunion concert featured in the film. Interviews with the nine survivors in the film tell the story of how that music sustained them through years of illness and deprivation. The PWC is honored to sing some of this music again and share the remarkable story of creativity and courage of women imprisoned during wartime.

The program will also include an introduction to the ongoing work of Amnesty International, with a special focus on their efforts to bring critical attention to the issue of violence against women, a theme that is particularly relevant to the film. A question-and-answer period will follow the film.
Program date:


Saturday, March 11, 2005, 8:00 p.m.




All Saints Episcopal Church




Corner of Waverley and Hamilton, Palo Alto
Tickets:    $20 general/$10 students. Tickets will be available at the door.
Proceeds will benefit Amnesty International. Send checks payable to Amnesty International Group 19, Box 60603, Palo Alto, CA, 94306.
For more information, call (650) 324-1895.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peninsula Women’s Chorus

The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) is a 50-voice choir that performs challenging contemporary and classical music locally, nationally and abroad.  It is considered the premier women's vocal ensemble in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Founded in 1966 and directed for 26 of those years by the late Dr. Patricia Hennings, the PWC has made a significant impact on the emergence of women’s choral music. The PWC is a two-time winner of Chorus America’s prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming and has performed three times by invitation at the national American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) convention. Since the fall of 2003, the PWC has been directed by Martín Benvenuto.  
For further information about the PWC, please visit our website at www.pwchorus.org. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Amnesty International USA

Founded in London in 1961, Amnesty International is a Nobel Prize-winning grassroots activist organization with over 1.8 million members worldwide. Amnesty International undertakes research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights. Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) is the U.S. Section of Amnesty International. For further information about Amnesty International in the U.S., visit the website: www.amnestyusa.org.
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