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PWC Inaugurates Patricia Hennings New Music Fund 

Palo Alto, California― The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) has recently launched the Patricia Hennings New Music Fund in memory of its late artistic director for the purpose of commissioning new works on a regular basis. 

Patricia Hennings served as the PWC’s artistic director from 1975 until her untimely death in 2001. During Hennings’ 26-year tenure, the PWC made significant contributions to women’s choral repertoire through the commissioning of new works. It has a long-standing tradition of collaborating with local, national and international musicians. Through comissions, the PWC is responsible for adding more than 20 new pieces for the women’s chorus repertoire. Through this Fund, the PWC hopes to forge new ties and retain old ones with composers and the community, as well as to continue the tradition of performing adventurous music.

The PWC is currently undergoing an exciting transition period under the artistic leadership of its new director, Martín Benvenuto, who was appointed in spring of 2003. As Benvenuto says, “I am committed to the PWC’s tradition of high-caliber music-making and envision using the Fund to help broaden the chorus’s repertoire and strengthen its reputation for innovation and artistic excellence.” 

The chorus is looking forward to performing the first piece commissioned under this Fund at its upcoming holiday concert, “Celebremus.” The piece, “The Snow Lay on the Ground,” was composed by Bay Area composer and longtime PWC friend, David Conte. 

In addition to celebrating the spirit of communal collaboration that Hennings inspired, the Fund will enable the chorus to fulfill its ongoing mission to promote new and adventurous repertoire for women’s voices. 

To find out more about the Patricia Hennings New Music Fund, please contact the PWC at (650)327-3095. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) is a 50-voice choir that performs challenging contemporary and classical music locally, nationally and abroad.  It is considered the premier women's vocal ensemble in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Founded in 1966 and directed for 26 of those years by the late Dr. Patricia Hennings, the PWC has made a significant impact on the emergence of women’s choral music. The PWC is a two-time winner of Chorus America’s prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming and has performed three times by invitation at the national American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) convention. Since the fall of 2003, the PWC has been directed by Martín Benvenuto.  

For further information about the PWC, please visit our website at http://www.pwchorus.org. 
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