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PWC Releases Fifth CD, EarthTones

Palo Alto, California― The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) announces the release of its latest CD, EarthTones.  Featuring 13 works that celebrate the spirit and beauty of the Earth, the CD pays tribute to the group’s late conductor Patricia (Patty) Hennings and her love of music and nature.  EarthTones is the PWC’s fifth CD, following the release of Carols and Lullabies in 2000.  

EarthTones began as the late conductor’s vision to produce a collection of twentieth-century music that would “transport the listener and inspire the soul.”  Although Hennings passed away before she could see her vision come to fruition, Karen Robinson, the PWC’s artistic director from 2002 to 2003 and executive producer of EarthTones, collaborated with a few PWC members to turn the vision into a finished product.  The result is a CD of mostly twentieth-century pieces that collectively praise nature’s vast elements: trees, rocks, lightning, rivers, grass, rain, mountains, flowers, the sun, and wind.  The CD also showcases the talents of various PWC soloists, instrumentalists, and preeminent women composers.  Robinson describes the CD as “a musical journey through both nature and spirituality.”    

Robinson chose as the CD’s opening piece a work that was commissioned by the PWC to commemorate the late conductor’s 25th season as artistic director.  She felt that

Libby Larsen’s “Psalm 121,” which interweaves psalm text with writings by Hennings and naturalist John Muir, was “an appropriate piece to open our recording” because of  its “‘choral sunrise’ and joyous message: ‘vita immortalia mea’(my immortal life).”  The CD closes with a beloved PWC classic, Hennings’ own arrangement of “Shenandoah.”  

Other pieces featured in EarthTones include Hildegard von Bingen’s sublime Gregorian chant-like “O virdissima virga,” Lojze Lebic’s spine-tingling “Urok,” and H. Garrett Phillips’ seductive “Odysseus and the Sirens.”  The CDs are $15 and are available along with other PWC recordings through the PWC website: www.pwchorus.org/recording.html. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) is a 50-voice choir that performs challenging contemporary and classical music locally, nationally and abroad.  It is considered the premier women's vocal ensemble in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Founded in 1966 and directed for 26 of those years by the late Dr. Patricia Hennings, the PWC has made a significant impact on the emergence of women’s choral music. The PWC is a two-time winner of Chorus America’s prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming and has performed three times by invitation at the national American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) convention. Since the fall of 2003, the PWC has been directed by Martín Benvenuto.  

For further information about the PWC, please visit our website at http://www.pwchorus.org. 
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