
A Certain
    Slant
        of Light

HOLIDAY 2016 CONCERTHOLIDAY 2016 CONCERTHOLIDAY 2016 CONCERT

Martín Benvenuto, Artistic Director
Lindsey Huff Breitschaedel, Accompanist

Saturday, December 17     2:30 p.m. 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Palo Alto

Sunday, December 18     2:30 p.m. 
Mission Santa Clara, Santa Clara







Whitman “Credo,” Ron Jeffers, text by Walt Whitman    
Ron Jeffers has been a strong leader in the American choral movement as a conductor, teacher, composer, and publisher. He is also a dear friend and 
supporter of the PWC. Jeffers is the cofounder and manager of earthsongs, a publishing company specializing in choral music from other cultures in 
their original languages. His Whitman “Credo” is a powerful secular statement based on Walt Whitman’s Song of Myself. His broad and majestic 
Sanctus, composed in 2001, was inspired by and dedicated to the Basque women’s choir Kanta Cantemus Korua, under the direction of noted 
conductor and composer Javier Busto, another dear friend of the PWC. Its challenging vocal range is particularly rewarding for our awesome 
second altos.

I believe a leaf of grass is no less than the journeywork of the stars,
And the pismire is equally perfect, and a grain of sand, and the egg of the wren,
And the tree toad is a chef d’oeuvre for the highest,
And the running blackberry would adorn the parlors of heaven,
And the narrowest hinge in my hand puts to scorn all machinery,
And the cow crunching surpasses any statue, 
A mouse is miracle enough to stagger sextillions of infidels… 
My faith is the greatest of faiths and the least of faiths,
Enclosing worship ancient and modern, and all between ancient and modern, 
Believing I shall come again upon the earth after five thousand years,
Waiting responses from oracles, honoring the gods, saluting the sun,
Making a fetich of the first rock or stump, powowing with sticks in the circle of obis,
Helping the llama or brahmin as he trims the lamps of the idols,
Dancing yet through the streets in a phallic procession, rapt and austere in the woods a gymnosophist,
Drinking mead from the skull cup, to Shastas and Vedas admirant, minding the Koran, 
Walking the teokalis, spotted with gore from the stone and knife, beating the serpent-skin drum,
Accepting the Gospels, accepting him that was crucified, knowing assuredly he is divine.
To the mass kneeling, or the puritan's prayer rising, or sitting patiently in a pew,
Ranting and frothing in my insane crisis, or waiting dead-like till my spirit arouses me,
Looking forth on pavement and land, or outside of pavement and land,
Belonging to the winders of the circuit of circuits.

Sanctus, Ron Jeffers 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,    Holy, holy, holy,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.    Lord God of Hosts.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.   Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in excelsis Deo.    Hosanna in the highest, Lord.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Agnus Dei, J. M. Haydn

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  Lamb of God, who takes away sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  Lamb of God, who takes away sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.  Lamb of God, who takes away sins of the world, grant us peace.

Pseudo Yoik, Jaakko Mäntyjärvi
Finnish composer and choral conductor Jaakko Mäntyjärvi describes himself as an eclectic traditionalist: eclectic in that he adopts influences from a 
number of styles and periods, fusing them into his own idiom, and traditionalist in the sense that his musical language is based on a conventional 
approach and uses the resources of modern music only sparingly. Pseudo-Yoik was composed as an encore for the Tapiola Chamber Choir in 1994. 
The text exists merely to give form to the music and is meaningless, humorous, and playful.

I Shall Keep Singing, Brian Holmes, text by Emily Dickinson    
Local composer and PWC friend Brian Holmes wrote I shall keep singing! for the Peninsula Women’s Chorus in memory of Patty Hennings in 
January 2002. The piece, based on an Emily Dickinson poem, is a reaffirmation of the endurance of the human spirit. A professor of physics at San 
José State University and an active freelance horn player, Brian Holmes’s works can be heard on several PWC recordings, including Treasures, Alleluia 
Psallat, and our most recent, Mostly Made in America.

I shall keep singing!    Late – when I take my place in summer –
Birds will pass me    But – I shall bring a fuller tune –
On their way to Yellower Climes –  Vespers – are sweeter than Matins – Signor –
Each – with a Robin's expectation –  Morning – only the seed of Noon –     
I – with my Redbreast –
And my Rhymes –
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Winter Afternoons, Ernst Bacon, text by Emily Dickinson
Ernst Bacon’s chief aim as a composer was to express the spirit of America in music as 
Whitman, Emerson, Melville and others did in literature. Among the American artists who 
influenced him was his lifelong friend, Ansel Adams. Bacon and Adams met in the 1920s 
and shared a love of music and mountaineering, along with a passionate concern for the 
environment. Bacon’s body of work includes symphonies, piano concertos, chamber music, 
ballets, and more than 250 songs, for which he is best known. His unusual and distinctive 
sensitivity to the color and inflection of words is evident in this setting of Emily 
Dickinson’s “There’s a certain Slant of light,” where the strong philosophical undercurrent 
is met with a relatively simple lyricism.

There's a certain slant of light,
On winter afternoons,
That oppresses, like the weight
Of cathedral tunes.

Heavenly hurt, it gives us;
We find no scar,  
But internal difference,
Where the meanings are.

None may teach it anything,
'Tis the seal of despair,
An imperial affliction
Sent us of the air.

Yellow Twig of Willow, Stephen Smith, text by Edna St. Vincent Millay
Yellow Twig of Willow is a setting of Edna St. Vincent Millay’s “Counting-Out Rhyme.” This short poem whimsically describes the leaves and bark of 
various species of trees, in language replete with internal rhyme, alliteration, and other kinds of wordplay. Composer and Elektra Women’s Choir 
pianist Stephen Smith wrote this piece in 2013 for the ACDA Women’s Commissioning Consortium. Its playful subject matter and quirky phrasing all 
work together to great effect.

Silver bark of beech, and sallow   Silver bark of beech, and hollow
Bark of yellow birch and yellow   Stem of elder, tall and yellow 
Twig of willow.    Twig of willow.

Stripe of green in moosewood maple,  Wood of popple pale as moonbeam,
Color seen in leaf of apple,    Wood of oak for yoke and barn-beam,
Bark of popple.    Wood of hornbeam.

Responsorio de Navidad, Javier Busto 
Javier Busto was born in 1949 in the Basque Country of Spain. A self-taught musician, Busto has 
founded and conducted women’s choruses that have won prizes at prestigious European 
competitions such as Tolosa, Tours, Gorizia, and Marktoberdorf. His Responsorio de Navidad 
combines the mystery of the opening with a dance-like “Alleluia,” which invites us to celebrate 
the birth of the baby Jesus.

O magnum mysterium,    O great mystery,
et admirabile sacramentum,   and wonderful sacrament,
ut animalia viderent    that animals should see
Dominum natum,    the new-born Lord,
jacentem in praesepio!   lying in a manger!
Beata Virgo,     Blessed is the Virgin
cujus viscera meruerunt portare  whose womb was worthy to bear
Dominum Jesu Christum,   Jesus Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!     Alleluia!
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Be on our mailing list!
Please let us know if you would like 

to be included in our mailing list
to receive season brochures, 

postcards, and other chorus news. 
A sign-up list is available in the 
lobby, or you can give us your 

mailing information through our 
website at www.pwchorus.org.

PWC 50th Anniversary
Legacy Founders Society!

Please  join us in honoring
PWC in perpetuity
by including PWC

in your estate planning.
It's easy!

Please visit
www.pwchorus.org/legacyGiving

for more info

w



Flare, Dale Trumbore, text by Stacy Gnall
Hailed by The New York Times for her “soaring melodies and beguiling harmonies,” Dale Trumbore wrote Flare as part of the ACDA Women’s Choir 
2012 Commissioning Consortium. Says Trumbore: “In choosing this poem to set, I was particularly struck by the last line: ‘big brother, I am catching 
up to you.’ The entire piece drives toward this moment – one long, rhythmic race – as the phrase ‘I am running’ returns at various points, serving as 
a refrain and urging the music forward.” Trumbore holds a dual degree in Music Composition (BM) and English (BA) from the University of Maryland 
as well as a Master of Music degree in Composition from the University of Southern California, where she studied with Morten Lauridsen and 
Donald Crockett. A New Jersey native, Trumbore currently lives in Los Angeles.

Wait.
                  Through trees
        with bursting limbs
                       I am running.
Ablend with bark.
                  a mute blaze.
        My eye's blue stain
                        on the green
I am running
                  toward the stream.
        Past names scratched,
                        last summer's lean-
to, the ravine bridged
                  by a held breath –
        I am running
                        toward the game.
Toward the arm.

This little light of mine, arr. Moses Hogan/Kathleen Rodde
Kathleen Rodde’s adaptation for treble voices of the traditional spiritual This little light of mine, originally arranged by Moses Hogan, was premiered at 
ACDA’s national conference in 2013.

A Maiden Most Gentle, arr. Andrew Carter, text paraphrased by Carter from the Venerable Bede
Born in 1939 into a Leicestershire family of tower bell and handbell ringers, Andrew Carter is a prominent musician in the field of church music. His 
delightful setting of A maiden most gentle is based on a French tune, and its text is based on the writings of St. Bede the Venerable, an English monk, 
scholar, and historian of the 7th - 8th centuries.

1. A maiden most gentle and tender we sing:  4. Three kings came to worship with gifts rich and rare,
   Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King.       And marvelled in awe at the babe in her care.
   Chorus: Ave, ave, ave Maria, Ave, ave, ave Maria.      Chorus

2. How blessed is the birth of her heavenly child,  AUDIENCE JOINS
   Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild.  5. Rejoice and be glad at this Christmas we pray;
   Chorus         Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless ‘Ave’.
          Chorus: Ave, ave, ave Maria, Ave, ave, ave Maria. (repeat)
AUDIENCE JOINS
3. The Archangel Gabriel foretold by his call
   The Lord of creation and Saviour of all.
   Chorus: Ave, ave, ave Maria, Ave, ave, ave Maria. 
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                  The birds cutthroat
        in the clearing I am
                        running toward
the twist. Running
                  toward the same as
        away. Toward the twist-
                        arm game by the stream.
My eye's blue, running.
                  Under canopy, I'm nothing.
        Feet between deer tracks,
                        I'm vanishing. A burst,
held breath, and over
                  anthill, say grace.
Wait.
                  Bright flash,
        big brother, I am
                        catching up to you.

PWC MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
January 9 - March 5, 2017

Are you a high school sophomore, junior, or senior looking for an 
amazing choral experience? Applications for the PWC Mentorship 
Program are now being accepted through December 30. Participate in 
the PWC's 50th Anniversary gala and concert on March 5, 2017 and have 
the opportunity to work with one of the United States' premiere choirs. 

More information available at: 
www.pwchorus.org/mentorship



Ave Maria, Franz Biebl, text from both the Angelus and the Ave Maria
In 1964, in the picturesque Bavarian town of Fürstenfeldbruck, a fireman who belonged to a choir sponsored by the local firehouse asked his 
church’s music director, one Franz Biebl, to write a song for his brigade of singing firemen. Biebl was happy to oblige and penned what would 
become his most celebrated choral composition, his now famous Ave Maria.

After a recording session with the Cornell University Glee Club, then on tour in Germany, Biebl handed director Tom Sokol an envelope containing 
his own compositions, including the Ave Maria. Sokol carried the song back to the United States, where in time it came into the hands of Joseph 
Jennings and Chanticleer, who first performed it in December 1989. With the additional exposure Chanticleer gave the piece by way of live 
performances and recordings, it found its way into thousands of choral libraries around the world and into the hearts of innumerable singers and 
audience members, all moved by its unmatched beauty and stirring simplicity. In 2011, the fourth and final of Biebl’s arrangements of the Ave Maria 
for double women’s chorus was released, and PWC performed it that December.

             – Matthew Oltman

Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariae
et concepit de Spiritu sancto.

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum,
benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.

Maria dixit: Ecce ancilla Domini.
fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.

Et verbum caro factum est
et habitavit in nobis.

Sancta Maria, mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.
Amen.
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The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary
and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, Full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
May it happen to me according to your word.

And the Word was made flesh
and lived among us.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
Holy Mary, pray for us now and in the hour of our death.
Amen.

CHORUS MEMBERS   

* Alla Breve singers

Soprano  1
Anna Chase
Charlotte Daly
Ciara Karski 
Jennifer Katz *
Sarah Kelts 
Danni Redding Lapuz
Mercidita Navarro
Katie Sanwick
Kyle Sofman
Michelle Staley
Judy Sweet
Jane Walker

Soprano  2
Sara Asher *
Vicki Brown
Jan Cummins
Petra Dierkes-Thrun
Beatrice Fanning
Amy Fickenscher *
Barbara Hennings
Emily Jiang *
Elise Kent *
Andra Marynowski
Robin Mulgannon
Eithne Pardini 
Helen Yu

Alto  2
Anne Anderson
Lisa Collart *
May Goodreau
Lynne Haynes-Tucker *
Maya Hsu 
Yiting Jin *
Michaella Montana
Martha Morgan 
Diane Parnes * 
Susan Rooke
Barbara Saxton
Alexandra Slade
Barbara Zoeller

Alto  1
Ann Crichton
Sarah Etheredge
Cathleen Kalcic *
Betsy Landergren
Holly Liberatore
Jennifer Mace
Kathryn MacLaury *
Roselena Martinez
Tiffany Ou
Kathy Plock
Jan Schonhaut
Hoai-Thu Truong
Deanne Tucker *

EXPERIENCED SINGERS ARE INVITED TO AUDITION
with the 

PENINSULA WOMEN’S CHORUS

Auditions will take place in January by appointment. Rehearsals are held Monday evenings in Palo Alto.
For more information or to schedule an audition, please call (650)327-3095

or email auditions@pwchorus.org.
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A Special Thank You To Our Donors
The Peninsula Women's Chorus gratefully acknowledges all donations received between Ocober 18, 2015 through October 18, 2016. 
Donations received after the publication deadline will be acknowledged in the next program. PWC values all our donors and we try to be 
accurate on this listing. Please let us know if we have made any error regarding your support. Thank you!
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50th50th
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PENINSULA WOMEN’S CHORUS

Funded in part 
by a grant from 
Silicon Valley Creates, 
in partnership with 
the County of Santa Clara 
and California Arts Council

On behalf of Elektra Women’s Choir, 
congratulations to Peninsula Women’s 
Chorus on 50 years of accomplishment 

and great music-making. Women’s 
choral singing is richer, more exciting, 

and more highly valued because of your 
leadership and vision. Elektra treasures 
the collaborations we’ve enjoyed with 
you under both Patty and Martín, and 

look forward to many more.
 

With warmest wishes,
 

Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director
Elektra Women’s Choir

Vancouver, Canada

$50K for our 50th Anniversary!

PWC is 50! What an incredible journey it has been.
In this milestone year, we want to raise $50,000.

A small group of special angels has committed to

MATCH ALL DONATIONS
up to $25,000 made to PWC before December 31st.

Your contribution will be DOUBLED!!
Please donate today!

Donation envelopes may be found in the lobby,
or you may donate online at www.pwchorus.org

BRIDGES
Gala Fundraiser
      and Concert

The Peninsula Women's Chorus presents

Sunday, March 5, 2017      4:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Triton Museum of Art

1505 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara, CA

Sip wine, enjoy fabulous fare, delight in the 
works of art, bid on fabulous auction items,

and savor the sounds of PWC in a
spectacular setting.

TICKETS
Available at www.pwchorus.org or (650) 327-3095
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