PRESS RELEASE: Peninsula Women's Chorus to Compete in International Choral Festival in Hungary

6 February 2006
For immediate release 

Palo Alto, Calif―The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) is very pleased to announce its acceptance into the prestigious Béla Bartók International Choir Competition in Debrecen, Hungary, this coming summer. The PWC will compete in the A (the highest of three levels) division of choirs, which is a great honor.  The chorus will sing an a cappella  program that includes two compulsory works by Hungarian composers as well as pieces chosen by PWC Artistic Director Martín Benvenuto.

The competition was founded in 1961 by the eminent Hungarian musician and teacher, György Gulyás, to honor the well-known composer Béla Bartók. Held every other year, the competition seeks to promote contemporary music to the public and popularize high-level choral singing and vocal folk music among international choirs and performing groups, both professional and amateur. The optional program must present works that were composed after 26 September 1945, the date of Bartók’s death. 

For the PWC, acceptance into the competition this year is thrilling, as the chorus was previously accepted in 1998 but did not attend because of the serious illness of late conductor Dr. Patricia Hennings. Under new leadership but with the same commitment to superb performances of contemporary music, the PWC looks forward to performing and sharing in the excitement of hearing music from all over the world. The chorus will continue the tour of Eastern Europe and perform a longer program, including competition pieces, in Budapest, Prague, and Bratislava.

________________________________________________________________________ 

The Peninsula Women's Chorus (PWC) is a 50-voice choir that performs challenging contemporary and classical music locally, nationally and abroad. It is considered the premier women's vocal ensemble in the San Francisco Bay Area. Founded in 1966 and directed for 26 of those years by the late Dr. Patricia Hennings, the PWC has made a significant impact on the emergence of women’s choral music. The PWC is a two-time winner of Chorus America’s prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous Programming and has performed three times by invitation at the national American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) convention. Since the fall of 2003, the PWC has been directed by Martín Benvenuto. 

For press information on the Peninsula Women's Chorus, please visit:  http://www.pwchorus.org/press.html 

For more information about the Béla Bartók International Choir Competition, please visit: http://www.bbcc.hu/ (Click on the British flag for English.)
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